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DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE WEATHER OF 1994.

JANUARY

The month was fairly open with
only one incidence of sleet and no lying
snow, the fourth successive such year.

Temperatures were around 1.5C

above the 30-year means with 6 air
frosts (the nonnal is 11.6) and 19 on the
ground (nonnal 17.6). No day was
classified as "cold" with the mean daily
below OC.

Rainfall was slightly up on the
average at n.81mn (2.87ins), though it
rained on 22 days against the usual 18.

Sunshine was well above average
by almost 50% with 71.8 hours. The

" sunniest day was the 28th with 7.0
hours, the best since 1989.

Wind was a feature of the

month,with 51 gusts above gale force
over 4 days,the strongest to 45 knots
(52mph) on the 25th.

Fog occurred on one moming, the
24th.

FEBRUARY.

The month was more

seasonable than for many years. Snow
lay on 5 days, the greatest incidence
since 1986,with snow or sleet falling on
8 days the worst since 1987.

Mean temperatures were all

down on normal, by around 0.5C. On
the 14th the air failed to rise above

freezing all day, peaking at only minus
1C (30F). Frost occurred in the air on
11 nights and on the ground on 23, the
latter being a third above the 30-year
mean.

Rainfall at 67.9mm (2.67ins)
was also a third up on nonnal, falling
over 16 days and totalling 70 hours in
duration. The wettest day, the 25th,
produced 12.2mm (0.48in) and was
totally in the fonn of rain.

Sunshine was almost 10 hours

below nonnal at 51.8 hours, with 10
totally sunless days, which, apart from
the 14 last year, is the worst since 1986

The winter was at the lower end of

the "average" tercile in general
conditions though in some respects it
was better than expected.

fu general
temperatures
were up on
normal by as
much as 0.5C
for the mean

daily, though
the coldest

night was some
2.6C better than
the exected low
of minus 5.7C

continuing the run of mild winters. Air
frosts were 7 down on normal but

ground frosts, numbering 60, were 10
above average.

Snow lay on only half the
expected days, with the incidence of
both snow and sleet about average. Fog
was also only half as prevalent as usual
with 5 occurrences.

Sunshine totalled 170.5 hours,
some 16.8 hours above the 30-year
mean, the sunniest day, Februmy 21st
providing 7.5 hours. fu all 28 days were
totally without sun as opposed to the
custommy 37.

Rainfall was well above

average at 239mm (9.41ins) and fell on
64 days,well up on the normal 49. The
wettest days, December 12th and
Februmy 25th both produced falls of
12.2mm (0.48in), this being about 60%
of expectation.

Yet again no gale or thunder
was reported, though hail occurred on 1
day. The maximum wind gust to 47
knots (54mph) was reported on
December 12th.

MARCH.

March was the mildest in

general since 1991 and the fifth mildest
on record with a mean daily of 7.5C
(46F). All temperatures, air soil and
radiation, were well above the 30-year
means by as much as 4C. Air
temperatures ranged from 15.5C (60F)
on the 8th, to minus O.3C(31F) on the
26th.

Rainfall totalled 62.4mm

(2.46ins), about normal, though it rained
on 19 days, 3 above expectation. No
hail, sleet or snow was reported.

Sunshine at 114 hours was

11% above the 30-year mean, with 7




