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Apart from 1974, when we
had a similar mean daily
temperature, we have to go
back to 1961to find a warmer
February than the one just
passed. It has been the third
warmest in the last 25 years.

,the first to the tenth having
measurable rain fall, and five
of these being classed as very
wet days.
During this period 53.1 mm
(2.09ins) of rain fell in 64
hours.

The clearest morning in
this period was February 18
with a visibility of 12km (71h
ml). In contrast, the crisp,
cold first few·days had very
clear air, visibilities being
well over 40km (25 ml).
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To strengthen
the im.pression that winter might be
making itself felt, snow fell
on the first two days of the
month.
.
The fall during the late
night
of theaccumulation
first gave of
a
substantial
over 11h ins by midnight.
However,
warmer
air
turned the snow to rain and
those early to bed and late up
would have had no indication
that snow had fallen at all.
WET DAYS
The beJ>(inninJ>(
of the month
was very disturbed, with a
succession of low pressure
troughs moving across the
area. These brought wide
belts of rain, every day from'

COLDER
Conditions
changed
markedly
on February
24 as
winds became easterly and
much colder continental air
spread in. This combined
with clearing
skies gave:
ground frosts on the mornings
and 29.of February 24, 26, 28:
Apart from being exceptionally mild, the month
has been unusually dull and
cheerless.
Morning skies
were overcast on no less than
'18 occasions and visibility:
was reduced by heavy mists.
The latter half of the month
was particularly
in this
respect,
with badmorning
visibility in the region of.11tlll:
(5/s m\) or less on nine days.

MORE RAIN
To summarise the rest of
the details. The total rainfall
at 88 mm (3.46in) was 37mm
(1.46in) above normal and
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during67a period
116
hours,
hours of
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expectation,
no snow lying on any mor ••
ning, the month joined those
of 1975, 1967, 1961 and 1957to
share a snow·free record.
Groun'd .frosts were seven
below, and air frosts ten
below expectation. The range
in air temperature was 16c
(28f) from a low of -3c (27f)
on the first to 13c (55f) on the
seventeenth.
The mean
daily temperature at 5.6c (42f) was
itself 2.2c (4f) above normal
for February.

